General Assembly Amendment

February Session, 2004 LCO No. 4194

*HB05503041945R0*

Offered by:

SEN. RORABACK, 30t Dist.

To: Subst. House Bill No. 5503 File No. 329 Cal. No. 464

"AN ACT CONCERNING REGISTRARS OF VOTERS AND THE
REPAIR OF VOTING MACHINES ON ELECTION DAY."
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Strike everything after the enacting clause and substitute the

following in lieu thereof:

"Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 9-158c of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2004):

(a) Not earlier than forty-five days before the election and not later
than the close of the polls on election day, each [resident, or] former

resident, and not earlier than forty-five days before the election and

not later than the seventh day before election day, each resident, who

desires to vote in a presidential election under sections 9-158a to 9-
158m, inclusive, may apply for a "presidential ballot" to the municipal

clerk of the town in which [he] such former resident or resident is

qualified to vote on the form prescribed in section 9-158d. Application
for a "presidential ballot" may be made in person or absentee, in the

manner provided for applying for an absentee ballot under section 9-
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140, except as provided in said sections 9-158a to 9-158m, inclusive.

Sec. 2. Subsection (y) of section 9-1 of the general statutes is repealed
and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2004):

(v) "The last session for admission of electors prior to an election"

means the day which is the [fourteenth] seventh day prior to an

election.
Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 9-17 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July

1, 2004):

(a) For the purposes of this section, "primary day" means the day
that a primary for state, district and municipal offices is being held in
accordance with section 9-423, as amended, and "election day" means
the day of each regular election. (1) The registrars of voters of each
town shall hold sessions to examine the qualifications of electors and
admit those found qualified on the dates and at the times set forth in
this section. Such sessions shall be held on the following days during

the hours indicated, except as provided in subdivision (2) of this

subsection:
Day Hours
Fourteenth day
before primary day ................... any two hours between
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
Saturday of third week
before election day .................... 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
[Fourteenth] Seventh day
before election day .................... 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
The session of the registrars of voters on the [fourteenth] seventh
day before election day shall be the last regular session for the
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admission of electors prior to an election, as defined in subsection (y)

of section 9-1, as amended by this act. (2) No town having a population

of less than twenty-five thousand persons shall be required to hold
sessions for admission of electors on the fourteenth day before primary

day.

Sec. 4. Subsections (c) and (d) of section 9-23g of the general statutes
are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
July 1, 2004):

(c) Forthwith upon receipt of a registration application in the office
of the registrars of voters, the registrar shall mark such date on the
application and review the application to determine whether the
applicant has properly completed it and is legally qualified to register.
Forthwith upon completing his review, the registrar shall (1) indicate
on the application whether the application has been accepted or
rejected, (2) mail a notice to the applicant, (3) indicate on the
application the date on which such notice is mailed, and (4) provide a
copy of such notice to the other registrar. If the registrar determines
that the applicant has not properly completed the application or is not
legally qualified to register, the notice shall indicate that the
application has been rejected and shall state the reason for rejection. If
the registrar determines that the applicant has properly completed the
application and is legally qualified to register, the notice shall indicate
that the application has been accepted. A notice of acceptance or a
notice of rejection shall be sent (A) within four days of receipt of an
application during the period beginning on the forty-ninth day before
an election and ending on the twenty-first day before such election, (B)
on the day of receipt of an application if it is received (i) during the
period beginning on the twentieth day before such election and ending
on the [fourteenth] seventh day before such election, (ii) during the
period beginning on the [thirteenth] sixth day before an election and
ending on election day if the application has been received by the
[fourteenth] seventh day before an election by the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles or by a voter registration agency, (iii) during the period

beginning on the twenty-first day before a primary and ending on the
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tifth day before a primary, or (iv) during the period beginning on the
fourth day before a primary and ending at twelve o'clock noon on the
last weekday before a primary, if the application has been postmarked
by the fifth day before the primary and is received in the office of the
registrars of voters during such period or if the application is received
by the fifth day before a primary by the Commissioner of Motor
Vehicles or by a voter registration agency, and (C) within ten days of
receipt of an application at any other time. A notice of acceptance shall
be sent by first-class mail with instructions on the envelope that it be
returned if not deliverable at the address shown on the envelope. A
notice of acceptance shall indicate the effective date of the applicant's
registration and enrollment, the date of the next regularly scheduled
election or primary in which the applicant shall be eligible to vote and
the applicant's precinct and polling place. If a notice of acceptance of
an application is returned undelivered, the registrars shall forthwith

take the necessary action in accordance with section 9-35, as amended,

or 9-43, notwithstanding the May first deadline in section 9-35, as
amended. An applicant for admission as an elector pursuant to this

section and section 9-23h, as amended, may only be admitted as an

elector by a registrar of voters of the town of his residence. Not later
than December thirty-first, annually, the Secretary of the State shall
establish an official calendar of all deadlines set forth in this subsection
for regularly scheduled elections and primaries to be held in the

following calendar year.

(d) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the
privileges of an elector for any applicant for admission under this

section and section 9-23h, as amended, shall attach immediately upon

approval by the registrar, and the registrars shall enter the name of the

elector on the registry list.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, if a
mailed application is postmarked, or if a delivered application is
received in the office of the registrars of voters, after the [fourteenth]
seventh day before an election or after the fifth day before a primary,

the privileges of an elector shall not attach until the day after such
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election or primary, as the case may be.

(3) If an application is received after the [fourteenth] seventh day
before an election or after the fifth day before a primary by the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or by a voter registration agency, the
privileges of an elector shall not attach until the day after the election
or primary, as the case may be, or on the day the registrar approves it,
whichever is later.

(4) If on the day of an election or primary, the name of an applicant
does not appear on the official check list, such applicant may present
to the moderator at the polls either a notice of acceptance received
through the mail or an application receipt that was previously
provided to the applicant pursuant to section 9-19e, subsection (b) of
section 9-19h, subsection (b) of this section or section 9-23n. If an
applicant presents said notice or receipt, and either the registrars of
voters find the original application or the applicant submits a new
application at the polls, the registrar, or assistant registrar upon notice
to and approval by the registrar, shall add such person's name and
address to the official check list on such day and the person shall be
allowed to vote if otherwise eligible to vote and the person presents to
the checkers at the polling place a preprinted form of identification
pursuant to subparagraph (A) of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of

section 9-261, as amended."

This act shall take effect as follows:

Section 1 July 1, 2004
Sec. 2 July 1, 2004
Sec. 3 July 1, 2004
Sec. 4 July 1, 2004
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